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" i The utmost efforts* of the British government mean   APPENDIX.
compulsion, either by intimidation or force.
a * The present claimants:' the Dosses. Why them
alone ?
" ' Unfortunate situation/ of a party who would accept
payment on no other terms than thirty-six or twenty-four
per cent, per annum compound interest.
" Why should the situation of the Dosses be more unfor-
tunate than that of the other creditors, who were willing
to accept payment on moderate terms, but never received
it?
"' A strong conviction that this is a valid claim.* A
claim to thirty-six, or say twenty-four, per cent, per an-
num, compound interest, which the * utmost efforts' of the
British government ought to be employed to enforce. As
to this strong conviction of the validity of the claim, the
court cannot forbear asking, upon what does it rest? Of
the origin of the debt the board can know no more than
the court, which is nothing. The mere existence of the
bonds, unexamined and unauthenticated, as they are, is
no ground for a strong conviction, nor any conviction at
all, upon the subject.
"The Dosses 'entitled to the same terms as those
which were accorded to the European creditors:' in
other words, thirty-six per cent, per annum, compound
interest. In the opinion of the court, neither the Euro-
pean nor any other creditors should have been paid at that
rate, much less have had the c utmost efforts' of the Bri-
tish government employed to compel such payment."